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ENROLLMENT

NUMBER OF TEACHERS

Buildings

1890 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1900 2000 20101895 1915 1925 1935 1945 1955 1965 1975 1985 1995 20051900 1905

 The Beginning Years The Trolley Years The Depression Years The War Years    Evolving a Dynasty The Restless Years   The Centennial Years The Expansion Years

 1886-1900 1900-1928 1928-1939 1939-1950 1950-1965 1965-1979 1979-1986 1986-2011

Tidbits

SPORTS

Rev. John Neustich, S.J.  
1886-88

Rev. Henry Knappmeyer, S.J. 
1888-93

Rev. Joseph Le Halle, S.J. 
1893-97

Rev. Godfrey Schulte, S.J. 
1897-1902

Rev. John Zahm, S.J. 
1902-06 

Rev. George Pickel, S.J.  
1906-10 

Rev. John Furay, S.J.  
1910-15 

Rev. William Sommerhauser, S.J.
1915-1919 

Rev. Thomas Smith, S.J. 
1919-25 

Rev. Murtha Boylan, S.J. 
1925-28

Rev. Benedict Rodman, S.J. 
1928-37

Rev. William Magee, S.J. 
1937

Rev. Edmund Horne, S.J. 
1937-39

Rev. William Hagerty, S.J.  
1939-44

Rev. Gerald B. Garvey, S.J. 
1944-46

Rev. Daniel Cronin, S.J.  
1946-50

Rev. John O’Brien, S.J. 
1950-53 

Rev. Ara Walker, S.J. ‘24 
1953-59 

Rev. Nicholas Gelin, S.J.  
1959-64

Rev. James Kirby, S.J. 
1964-71 

Rev. John Miday, S.J.  
1971-74 

Rev. James O’Reilly, S.J.  
1974-79

Rev. Robert J. Welsh, S.J. ‘54  
1979-2000 

Rev. Timothy P. Kesicki, S.J.  
2000-08 

Rev. William J. Murphy, S.J.  
2009-Present 

Rev. Edward Bracken, S.J.  
1920-23

Rev. George Mahowald, S.J. 
1923-24

Rev. James Meskell, S.J.  
1924-28

Rev. James Colford, S.J.  
1928-37

Rev. Gerald B. Garvey, S.J.  
1937-44

Rev. Thomas Murray, S.J.  
1944-57

Rev. Paul Siegfried, S.J.  
1957-61

Rev. Thomas Bain, S.J. 
1961-64

Rev. Joseph Verhelle, S.J.  
1964-67

Rev. Frank Grdina, S.J. ‘49  
1967-69

Rev. Richard Twohig, S.J. ‘51  
1969-72

Rev. Paul Siegfried, S.J.  
1972-75

Rev. James Von Tobel, S.J.  
1975-77

Rev. Frank Cody, S.J.  
1977-81

Rev. Kenneth Styles, S.J.  
1981-91

Mr. Richard F. Clark  
1991-2003

Mr. Peter Corrigan, Jr. ‘69  
2003-Present

PRESIDENTS

PRINCIPALS

143 198 383187 279 686

15 26 2023 21 40

813 1132

48 66

1147 1150

72 76

1273 1363 1450

103 142 165

1886 - The original school 
building was a simple wooden 

structure

1891 - Main building completed 1914 - 1916 Carroll Gym 1945 - The old St. Mary’s 
Elementary School becomes 

part of Ignatius called the 
Annex and later Loyola Hall

1947 - Power House 1956 - Sullivan Gym 1965 - Student Center 1968 - Kirby Science Building 1969 - St. Mary Church razed 1974 - National Register of 
Historic Places

1979 - Wasmer Field 1979 - W. 30th St. becomes 
“The Mall” 

1985 - Jesuit Residence

1986 - Library

1991 - Sullivan Gym 
Renovation

1993 - Murphy Field House

1997 - Rini Concourse

1998 - Kyle Field

1999 - St. Mary of the 
Assumption Chapel 

1999 - Science Building 
Renovation and Expansion

2001 - O’Donnell Athletic 
Complex

2001 - Sullivan Atrium

2007 - Rade Dining Hall

2009 - The Breen Center for  
the Performing Arts

2011 - Mall Renovation

1887 - Curriculum includes Latin, Greek, 
English, German, and French; history, 
geography, mathematics, philosophy, 
chemistry, bookkeeping, and penmanship

1887 - JUG (Justice Under 
God) evolves from breaking 
rules emphasizing honor, 
gentlemanly conduct, 
strength of character and 
good manners

1887 - First annual 
theatrical production  
held in spring

1915-1929 - Saint Ignatius 
College Orchestra performs

1917 - Marching drills are held in the 
yard to prepare students for war

Three-cent streetcar fare to and from 
school for Ignatius students

1922 - 9:00am to 2:25pm school day 

1924 - Two separate institutions - Saint Ignatius High 
School and John Carroll University

1926 - First issue of 
school newspaper, 
The Eye published

The statues Ora and 
Labora were often 
kidnapped from their 
stairwell niches

“Kampus Kafeteria” prices:  Hamburger Sandwich  
10 cents.  Roast Beef Dinner 25 cents

1934 - Francis Heckman opens “Heck’s”,  
the before and after school hangout 

1936 - Marching Band debuts at Rhodes Field

1937 - The Father’s Club founded by  
Principal Rev. Gerald Garvey, S.J. 

1937 - First public performance of 
the Alma Mater, composed by band 
director, Jack Hearns at John Marshall 
football field.  (Ignatius won 7-0) 

1938 - The Father’s Club institutes the 
Scholarship Fund 

1943 - Fight Song written by history 
teacher, Joe Wood

1944 - First mid-year graduation is held to accommodate 
students eligible for the draft

Varsity lettermen Monogram 
Club members wear block 
“I” sweaters

1938-1949 - Blue and 
Gold intramural boxing 
tournament is held each 
spring

1943-1944 -   
Baseball is 
eliminated due to 
“wartime priorities” 

Mid 1950s - The dress code 
of a collared shirt and tie is 
established

Scholarship Drive raffles off a 
house each spring

Classes begin at 8:25am and end at 3:30pm without study 
halls and with one break for lunch

1964 - Vending machines temporarily replace the 
traditional hot-lunch program

The “Senior Lounge” is established in the  
new student center 

1966 - CAM (Christian Action Movement) is formed

1967 - Fr. Pedro Arrupe, S.J. visits the Saint Ignatius campus  

Mid 1960s - 
Harlequins invite 
girls to participate in 
theatrical events

1968 - St. Mary 
Church is razed for 
the new science 
building.  Its bell is 
moved to Loyola 
Hall

A shrine is erected in front of Loyola Hall to retain the spirit 
of St. Mary Church. 

Late 1960s - Student Council candidates run on a slate

Homework is 
required to be 
completed in 
fountain pen, yet 
no fountain pens 
are allowed at 
school

1970s - Sophomore Service Program established

1971 - Grand old staircase replaced     

1971 - Board of Regents created

1973 - Infamous 
food fight 

Theme days, such 
as “Lumberjack 
Day,” are held to 
express individuality 

1976 - The Loyola 
Society is founded 
by Rev. Robert 
Welsh, S.J.

1976 - “Sophomore Stogie Night”

1979 - The Tower is illuminated

1981 - Rossing Award reinstated

1983 - Life-sized statue of  
St. Joseph placed in Wasmer 
Field

1983 - School greenhouse 
occupies the roof of the  
Science Building

1984-1985 - Saint Ignatius High School recognized as a 
“Blue Ribbon School”

1985 - Computer education class becomes a  
curriculum requirement

1985 - Circus Club 
founded

1985 - The first Saint 
Ignatius Christmas 
Concert presented 
by The Cleveland 
Orchestra at 
Severance Hall

Late 80s  - Arrupe 
Neighborhood 
Partnership Program established 

Early 90’s - Operation FROSH Freshman Receive  
Our Senior Help established

1995 - First Chariot  
Races held

1998 - Website created

1999 - Fr. Ray Guiao, S.J., ’82  
composes “Sing We Now 
To You O Mary” for Chapel 
dedication

2002 - St. Benedict 
Joseph Labre Ministry  
for the homeless created

2002 - The St. 
Joseph of Arimathea 
Pallbearer Ministry 
created

2002 - September 
11th flag raising 
ceremony

2002 - Cat-o’-Tonics 
established 

2003 - “Riche Burger” named for principal Rich Clark

2005 - Travels with Cat hits the road to visit alumni

2009 - Saint Ignatius named a  
Blue Ribbon School

2010 - Algebra Class offered to  
8th grade students

1890’s - 
Baseball is 
the premier 
sport

1900 - 
Basketball 
emerges as 
a sport on 
campus 

1903-04 - First 
organized 
baseball 
program with 
head coach, 
James Scullin  

1904-05 - 
Baseball head 
coach, F.J. 
Gallagher 
compiles an  
80% winning 
record

1920 - Football and baseball games are played at 
Edgewater Park. Admission is free

1922 – First football All-Scholastic is team captain/
quarterback Hubert “Red” McCaffery

1925 - Catholic and Scholastic 
Football Championships won by the 
Golden Tornado (as Ignatius was 
named during the roaring 20s) 

1923 - 1st appearance in the State 
Basketball Tournament finals 

1929 - A. “Red” Reynolds appointed 
first Athletic Director 

1929 - First high school football game 
in Ohio under the lights featuring 
Saint Ignatius vs. Holy Name at Luna 
Park. Ignatius won 24-7

1932-1937 - Football players 
share headgear due to the Great 
Depression and equipment shortages 

1937-1946 - The “Lighties” fielded football, basketball, and 
softball teams of students who were too small for varsity or 
JV teams

1941-1942 Hockey Team wins City Championships 

1943-44 - High school 
baseball was cancelled due 
to wartime priorities

1945 - Baseball team appears 
in its first City Championship, 
losing to Euclid after 
10 innings delaying the 
graduation ceremony

1945 - Football team wins the West Senate title 

1946 - Tennis team added to athletic program

1947 - Golf team added to athletic program

1949 - Track and Cross Country teams added to  
athletic program

1949 - In their second appearance 
in the Charity Game at Cleveland 
Stadium, the Wildcat football team 
wins 13-0 over East Tech 

1950s - Bowling team added to 
athletic program 

1951 -  
John J. Wirtz 
named varsity 
basketball and 
football coach  

1951 - Basketball team wins first City Championship, 
beating Collinwood 47-37  

1952 - First football game against St. Edward High School. 
The rivalry was suspended in 1958 and resumed in 1970 

1954 - Basketball team makes it to the state Final Four

1958 - John J. Wirtz named varsity baseball coach

1958 - Garry Roggenburk is awarded the first  
John J. Wirtz Athlete of the Year Award

1960 – Baseball team wins first City Championship 

1964 - Football team wins the City Championship before 
a crowd of over 41,000 at Cleveland Stadium, led by 
quarterback and four-sport athlete, Brian Dowling

1964 - John J. Wirtz coaches basketball and football  
City Championship teams

1970 - Varsity wrestling added to athletic program with 
Mike Setta as head coach 

1975-76 - Tim Vala Is the 
school’s first Individual State 
Champion in track & field for 
shot put

1976 - Football team sets 
state defensive record, 
holding opposition to a 
season low of 38 points

1976 - Soccer is added to 
the athletic program with 
Greg Knittel as head coach

Late 1970s - Wrestling wins 
first team City Championship
 

Late 1970s - Basketball team 
wins three consecutive City 
Championships 

1980s - “Paw Power” Paw prints 
appear on football helmets

1983 - Chuck Kyle named 
head football coach

1983 - Rick Hartman is the 
first individual wrestling 
State Champion at 98lbs

1988 - Wrestling team wins first 
team State Championship

1988 - Football 
team wins first State 
Championship.  
State Champions in 
1989, 1991, 1992, 
1993, 1994, 1995, 
1999, 2001, 2008 
and National Champions in  
1989, 1993 and 1995 

1992, 1993 and 
2000 - Swim 
team is State 
runner-up.  

1993 - Cross country wins first 
State Championship
  
1994 and 2009 State Champions 

1993 - Football team wins in triple-overtime against  
St. Edward 35-34. Known as “the greatest game  
ever played”

1995 - Lacrosse team records most wins at 18

2000 - Hockey 
team wins 
first State 
Championship

2010 - Hockey 
State Champions  

2001 - Basketball team wins first State Championship 2001 - Track team wins first  
State Championship

2001 - Golf team wins first State 
Championship. 

2002 - State Champions

2002 - Baseball team wins first 
State Championship

2004 - Crew team Junior 4+ National Champions.  
2000, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 
Midwest Scholastic Rowing Champions 

2005 - Soccer team wins first State 
Championship.  2005, 2008 and 
2010 State Champions and National 
Champions in 2005 and 2010 

2011 – Bowler Chris Thom is the first 
sanctioned state qualifier 

1917 - On October 11th the first official football game is 
played and won against Loyola High School 68-0 

Jack Hearns


